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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS : 

1. An external defibrillator comprising: 
defibrillation circuitry housed within an enclosure; 

a first processor programmed to periodically test the operability of the defibrillation 
5 circuitry; 

a second processor in communication with the first processor; and 
a visual indicator positioned at the exterior of the enclosure and operatively connected 
to the second processor; 

wherein the second processor is programmed to control the visual indicator in response 
10 to the periodic test result. 



2. The defibrillator of claim 1 wherein the visual indicator is adapted to present a 
first color indication and the second processor is programmed to cause the indicator to 
continuously present the first color indication when the defibrillator is on and the periodic test 

15 result is that the defibrillation circuitry is operating normally. 

3. The defibrillator of claim 1 wherein the visual indicator is adapted to present a 
first color indication and the second processor is programmed to cause the indicator to 
intermittently present the first color indication when the defibrillator is off and the periodic 

20 test result is that the defibrillation circuitry is ready to operate normally. 

4. The defibrillator of claim 1 wherein the visual indicator is adapted to present a 
second color indication and the second processor is programmed to cause the indicator to 
continuously present the second color indication when the defibrillator is on and the periodic 

25 test result has detected an error in the defibrillation circuitry. 



5. The defibrillator of claim 1 wherein the visual indicator is adapted to present a 
second color indication and the second processor is programmed to cause the indicator to 
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intermittently present the second color indication when the defibrillator is off and the periodic 
test result has detected an error in the defibrillation circuitry. 

6. The defibrillator of claim 5 wherein the defibrillation circuitry includes a 
5 battery pack. 

7. The defibrillator of claim 1 wherein the first processor and the second 
processor are combined in a single processor. 

10 8. An external defibrillator comprising: 

defibrillation circuitry housed within an enclosure; 

an electrode pad assembly adapted for electrical communication with the defibrillation 
circuitry at one end and a patient at the other end; 

a processor programmed to monitor the operation of the defibrillation circuitry and 
15 electrode pad assembly; and 

a visual indicator positioned at the exterior of the enclosure and operatively connected 
to the processor; 

wherein the processor is programmed to control the visual indicator in response to the 
results of the operation monitoring. 



